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PUNCTUATION EXERCISE: POSSESSIVE APOSTROPHES

A possessive apostrophe is used to show that one thing belongs to or is
connected to something.

Read the examples below:
1. Sir Andrew’s bony hand went crashing into the side of Cesario’s head.

Andrew is a singular noun so you need to add an apostrophe and "s" to show
that the hand belongs to Andrew.

2. The sailors' swords were pulled out, ready to fight.
Sailors is a plural noun that ends in an "s" so you don't add another "s" after your
apostrophe. You can just add an apostrophe to show the swords belonged to the
warriors.

3. People’s tongues were wagging.

People is a plural noun but it doesn't end with an "s" so you need to add an
apostrophe and "s" to show that the tongues belonged to the people.

1. Ross’ mouth couldn’t utter the words.

Ross is a singular noun that ends in an "s", so you need to add an apostrophe to
show that the mouth belongs to Ross.

Useful video:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zx9ydxs
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Exercise 1: Rewrite each sentence, adding in the possessive apostrophe

1. Sebastians sword glinted in the sunlight.

2. Sir Topas voice echoed down in the dungeon.

3. The friends mouths broke into a smile.

4. Sir Andrews nose was bruised and probably broken.

5. The beanpoles friend was a very fat, red-faced man.

6. Olivias face lit up in delight when Cesario said he’d marry her.

7. Tears rolled down Malvolios face.

8. Antonios enemies were nowhere to be seen.
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Exercise 1: Rewrite each sentence, adding in the possessive apostrophe

1. Sebastian’s sword glinted in the sunlight.

2. Sir Topa’s voice echoed down in the dungeon.

3. The friend’s mouths broke into a smile.

4. Sir Andrew’s nose was bruised and probably broken.

5. The beanpole’s friend was a very fat, red-faced man.

6. Olivia’s face lit up in delight when Cesario said he’d marry her.

7. Tears rolled down Malvolio’s face.

8. Antonio’s enemies were nowhere to be seen.



