
Shape Times Shape

Maths

This is another problem from Nrich, in which children can practise their times tables facts, but 
crucially, in a way that demands reasoning too.  See the challenge below or click on the weblink: 
https://nrich.maths.org/5714/note


The task may look impossible to solve at first, which helps to draw children in as they become 
curious about finding a way to a solution. The problem also helps expose children to the idea of 
a symbol (in this case a shape) representing a number. 

Where could you start?
What can you tell from the first multiplication with three purple squares and a yellow semi-circle?
Perhaps you can use what you now know to help you with another calculation?
How will you remember what you have tried and what you have found out?

https://nrich.maths.org/5714/note
https://nrich.maths.org/5714/note

