
Science

Marbled Wrapping Paper

Materials 
• White paper

• Shaving cream

• Food colouring

• Spoon, Fork

• Shallow Pan/Bowl (large enough for your paper)

• Paper towels

Instructions 
1. Use a spoon to spread a thin layer of shaving cream in the bottom of the pan. You only 

need a shallow coating

2. Dot the surface of the shaving cream with food colouring

3. Run the lines of a fork through the colours in a wavy fashion. Try not to swirl your colours or 

they’ll run together

4. Lay your paper on top of the coloured layer in the pan. Smooth the paper out over the 

shaving cream.

5. Wait 30 seconds

6. Remove the paper and wipe the shaving cream off with a dry paper towel. If you do this 

carefully, none of your colours should run.

7. Allow your paper to dry.

8. You should now have your own decorated wrapping paper!

The science behind the experiment 
In chemistry,, absorption is a chemical or physical process where one substance takes 
in another substance. In this experiment, the shaving cream is absorbing the food 
colouring and the paper absorbs the colours. 

In Act IV, Prospero creates a wedding Masque for Ferdinand and Miranda. Often, when 
you go to a wedding you take a gift for the people getting married. Here you can 
experiment making your own wrapping paper.
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A Wedding Present


