


We all know that Rome is in Italy, BUT two 
thousand years ago (that’s a lot of years) 
Italy wasn’t a country like it is today, Rome 
was a small kingdom. So for a long time it 
had a king or queen. 

As any good detective knows, if you’re going 
to look into a mystery, you need a bit of 
background. This is what I found out. Pay 
attention, because nothing makes sense 
without hearing this story first…..

The king or queen had all the power 
and told everyone what to do. The 
people of Rome decided after a while 
that they didn’t want a king or queen 
anymore, they wanted to choose the 
people who told them what to do.

The people also decided that they didn’t want 
just one leader, because if you got a bad one 
by mistake, everything might go down the 
toilet. Instead they wanted two leaders so 
that things would be a bit fairer and better 
decisions would be made. These two people 
would be called consuls 

The two Consuls needed help and guidance and this came from the Senate - a bit 
like the government - a few hundred people who could help the Consuls work out 
problems. So the two bravest and brainiest people were made consuls and they 
went to work on making Rome important. Those consuls, and then the consuls 
after them and then the consuls that came after that, were so good at their jobs 
that Rome became the most important place in the world! 



 In fact, Rome went out and conquered lots of 
other bits of the world. It had bits of Africa 
and The Middle East, it had lots of Europe like 
Belgium and Spain and Greece and Portugal 
and…..well loads of Europe really. All 
these people around the world were living the 
way the Romans told them to. For hundreds of 
years (that’s also a lot of years) Rome was 
happy with this plan.

But as you can imagine, not all of these 
Consuls got on very well with each 
other, it was a tricky job and because 
there were two of them and there were 
plenty of arguments. Most of the time 
one Consul would shout and point at the 
other one, and then Consul number two 
would point and shout back, then 
eventually they’d kiss and make up and 
finally make a decision.

One Consul was called 
Julius Caesar. He was a 
general in the army. He had 
just conquered a place 
called Gaul - which is 
France now. He didn’t 
conquer them on his own, I 
think he did it with his army. 
He definitely did, I’ve just 
looked it up, he had his own 
army! The people of Rome 
loved Julius Caesar, his 
poster was up on everyone’s 
wall. He was like a movie 
star. The other Consul was 
called Pompey. He was a bit 
boring compared to Julius 
Caesar, but the senate 
(government) liked him a lot 
and so did some of the 
people.

But Julius caesar was 
winning battles!



Julius Caesar had done his conquering and 
got rich because of all the stuff he stole 
while he was conquering. His army also got a 
lot bigger. Pompey thought that it would be 
a good idea for Julius Caesar to give up his 
army. Pompey was scared of what Julius 
Caesar might be able to do with that massive 
army, like maybe take control of Rome all 
by himself?

Pompey spoke to the senate and The Senate 
agreed. They quickly wrote a letter to Mr 
Caesar asking him to kindly stop having an 
army.

Not only did he not give up his army, he 
marched his army towards Rome! He crossed 
the army over a river called The Rubicon at 
the edge of Gaul and Rome and that meant 
trouble….

HOW DARE 
THEY TELL ME WHAT 

TO DO!!

The fight was on! Pompey and Caesar started a war against each other. The war 
went on for FOUR YEARS, four years! 

Destroy 
Pompey’s army!! Down with 

caesar!!

You 
must take 

away caesar’s 
army…



  Eventually Caesar won, Pompey was defeated 
and Caesar came back to the City of Rome. 

Some people loved Caesar but some other people were a bit 
worried about how powerful Caesar was now. Remember, they 
hadn’t had just one ruler for a long time and they were sure that 
they didn’t want that to happen again. That’s a pretty good 
prequel, but we’re not making that story right now. That story 
has already happened and ours is just beginning…….


