
English

Newspaper Reports

Task: Your task this week is to plan and write a newspaper report, based on one of the two 
amazing things that happen in Act 4. Choose one of the events to write a newspaper report on:

The Magic Washing Line
A report that apparently a mysterious washing line was spotted by three people on the island. It 
was hung with rich, silk clothes but then apparently disappeared and the people who found it were 
chased away by dogs….
Or
The Wedding Masque
A report that a wedding took place on the island between a young man, Ferdinand, and young 
woman, Miranda. The wedding was a beautiful affair, with fine food, music and even attended by 
the three goddesses, Iris, Juno and Ceres.

HOW TO WRITE A NEWSPAPER REPORT 
A Newspaper Report needs to 
-be about an interesting event

-capture the reader’s attention

-be to the point


-HAVE THE MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION FIRST. THIS MEANS THE READER CAN 
DECIDE IF THEY WANT TO READ MORE

HEADLINE AND BYLINE 
-Headline needs to  
• 	 catch the reader’s 	 	
	 attention


• 	 sum up the story in a 		
	 few words


• 	 use powerful and 	 	
	 interesting 	 	 	
	 language


• 	 use present tense 

-Byline needs 
• 	 writer’s name

• 	 writer’s speciality, e.g. 	
	 Foreign 	 	 	
	 Correspondent, 	 	
	 Travel Editor


• 	 A link to the writer’s 	 	
	 Twitter 		 	 	
	 account, e.g. 	 	 	
	 @prospero


STRUCTURE OF A NEWSPAPER REPORT
LEAD PARAGRAPH 
• Make the paragraph 

short -it should 
briefly explain what 
has happened


• Even if the reader 
stopped reading 
after this first 
paragraph they 
would know roughly 
what happened


• Use Past Tense


• Should answer:

• WHO? WHAT? 

WHERE? WHY?
WHEN? HOW?

BODY 
• Add more information 

and detail

• Include background 

information, evidence, 
facts and quotes from 
people involved in the 
story-use speech 
marks for quotes!!


• Continue to write in 
importance, putting 
most important 
information in first few 
paragraphs

END 
Give the reader any 
additional information 
if they are particularly 
interested in the topic


Include links to other 
useful websites/
related stories


Include a final quote 
from a witness that 
sums up the story of 
hints at what may 
happen next

ONCE YOU HAVE CHOSEN YOUR EVENT AND READ ABOUT HOW TO WRITE A NEWSPAPER REPORT 
DOWNLOAD THE PLANNING TEMPLATE AND FINAL WRITING TEMPLATE AND GET REPORTING.  

DON’T FORGET TO SEND US YOUR FINISHED REPORT!


