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LT To read Roman numerals to 1,000 (™) and recognise years written in Roman numerals
(yo).Revision for Y6

Context

It's useful to talk to your child about the history of Roman numerals so that they
realise the various counting systems in the ancient world before the creation of
Roman numbers and our own numerical system. For example, you could talk to
them about the Etruscans, who lived in central Italy before the Romans and had their
own numeral system with different symbols.

Give the children some context on how Roman numbers were widely used
throughout the Roman Empire in everyday life and, following the fall of the Roman
Empire, how they were used throughout Europe up until the 1600’s. Ask them to

‘Learning the basics

It's really important for children to learn what Roman Numerals look like, how they
combine together to make different numbers and how to read/convert them.

Understanding what Roman numerals represent can feel like deciphering a code.
It can be challenging but can also present some really fun options for learning. To
get started, show children ‘the basics’. While Year 4 are only required to learn
1-100, there’s no reason why you can’t also introduce 500 = D and 1000 = M and
share with them all 7 symbols.
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When a symbol appears after a larger symbol, it is added (eg: VI=V + =5+ 1
= 6), and when a symbol appears before a larger symbol it is subtracted (eg: IX
=X-=1=10-1=9). You can make up a rhyme or saying that can help with the
learning:

When “left” is small and “right” is bigger,
Subtract the “left” from “right-hand” figure.

The first 12 Roman numerals are probably the most important to focus on as
these are the numerals need for telling the time. Children should then also
become aware that they shouldn’t use the same symbol more than three times in
a row (e.g. 4 is written as IV not IlII).

"Looking for Roman numerals in the environment

Encourage your child to look for examples of Roman numerals around them.
Below are some examples.
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It is important to help your child understand that numerals can be combined to
make lots of different numbers. You can show them a 1-100 Roman numeral

square then explore various number combinations and explain how the \ _
numerals ‘work’. '

You can also cut up the square and get them to put back together, like a jigsaw-
you can make this as complicated or as simple as you want!
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Tacts about Shakespeare: Answer sheet

Translate the Roman ‘Numerals into numerals we use today! If you need to you can use the

“Roman numeral square to help you. ‘Write your answers in the frames. %
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1.There are more than LXXX variations recorded for the spelling‘\«{t
of Shakespeare’s name {3}
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6. Using your answers from 4 and 5, what does
Shakespeare reference more, dogs or birds?
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'y 7. Although there are no records, some people think that

miij Shakespeare was probably educated at the King's New

“/ ’ ‘%‘ School in Stratford, which was CDXIl meters from his
home.
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Y 11. The word ‘love’ appears MMCXCI times in the
Y f complete works
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Challenge

Can you write a list of ingredients that Prospero might use in one of

S

his spells. Instead of using numerals as you know them write the K/
quantities needed in Roman Numerals. Then challenge somebody in ;"ﬁ ‘
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your house to translate!
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For example,
« M grams of Sea Holly =509 of Sea Holly
- Il hawk eyes = 2 hawk eyes







