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MATHS 
L.I. To estimate and read time with increasing accuracy to the nearest 
minute; records and compare time in terms of seconds, minutes and hours: 
use vocabulary such as o’clock, am/pm, morning, noon and midnight (y3)

To solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes, minutes to 
second, years to months, weeks to days (y4)

There are two time investigations for children to 
complete either as a whole class, in partners or 
individually. 

Macbeth 
Act 1 

Year 3 and 4 time problems

CONTEXT 
The play is set in Scotland. After a strange scene with three witches talking of meeting 
‘Macbeth’ the action turns to  news of the battle between the invading Norwegians and 
the Scottish army. The King of Scotland, Duncan, is told that the Thane of Cawdor is a 
traitor but it is thanks to the Scottish Generals, Macbeth and Banquo, that the 
Norwegians have been defeated. The King decides he will give Macbeth the title of 
Thane of Cawdor.  

On the way back from the battle scene Macbeth and Banquo come across the witches 
on the heathland. They greet him as Thane of Glamis (what he currently is) and Thane 
of Cawdor (he doesn’t yet know that the king intends to give him this title) and then say 
that one day he will be King. 

When Macbeth and Banquo arrive back at the castle of King Duncan he makes 
Macbeth Thane of Cawdor but says Malcom will be King. Macbeth writes to his wife, 
Lady Macbeth telling her about his encounter with the witches and being made Thane 
of Cawdor. When he returns to their castle to talk to her about King Duncan’s visit she 
tells him to leave the plan to her. She is determined to become Queen and Macbeth to 
become King.
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Time investigation 1 

The battle between the Scots and Norwegians 
had been raging for three Long days.. 
Many had already died or fled but there were  
10 Norwegian soldiers still fighting. 

A cry from Macbeth went up at 1.05pm as one 
soldier fled. 
THE others fled at 5 minute intervals. 

The battle was won when all the Norwegian 
soldiers had fled. 

What time was the battle won? 
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Time investigation 2 

Macbeth aND BANQUO WERE DUE AT KING DUNCAN’S 
CASTLE AT 8.30PM 

HOWEVER, AFTER MEETING THE WITCHES THEY ARE 45 
MINUTES LATE. 

DINNER IS SERVED HALF AN HOUR AFTER THEY ARRIVE 

WHAT TIME IS DINNER? 


