
At the start of act 4, Claudius is pretty sure that stabbing was meant for him. 
What’s worse is that the danish people love hamlet, so he can’t even punish him, - 
and hamlet might reveal who killed his father. Best to get hamlet out of here…

Time to start plotting again…

The 
sun no 

sooner shall 
the mountains 
touch, but he 
shall ship to 

England

To England 
your majesty?

To England 
and our loyal 

friend upon the 
English throne. 

And then, this vile 
deed we must, with 

all our majesty 
and skill, both 
countenance 
and excuse.

Claudius is going to have to use all his 
cunning to come up with an explanation for 
how polonius died…

…and it’s unlikely to be the truth!

We 
understand 

your majesty

Guildenstern rushes in looking 
worried - hamlet’s behaviour seems 
to be getting even stranger… 

Where 
the dead 
body is 

bestowed my 
lord, we 

cannot get 
from him

hamlet has hidden polonius’s body 
and nobody knows where it is!

Claudius 
puts his 
plan into 
action, he 
tells him 
that the 
journey to 
England is 
for 
hamlet’s 
safety, not 
his. What a 
liar!!!

Bring him 
before us!

Where is 
polonius!!!

If you find him 
not this month, 
you will nose 

him in the lobby!

Go seek 
him there!

At 
supper. 

Not where 
he eats, but 
where he is 

eaten. 
Worms are 

e’en at 
him

Now 
hamlet, 
where’s 

polonius?



Hamlet, 
this deed, 
for thine 
especial 

safety must 
send thee hence, 

with fiery 
quickness: 
therefore, 

prepare 
thyself for 
England!

But hamlet doesn’t seem 
bothered by being sent away

Good, 
farewell, 

dear mother. 
Come for 
England!

Follow 
him at 

foot, delay 
it not. I’ll 

have him 
hence 

tonight.

But what nobody knows is that in 
Claudius’s plan, hamlet will never come 
back alive!!!

To 
England, 

aye…to our 
friend upon 
the English 

throne and the 
present death of 

hamlet. Do it, 
England! For 
like the hectic 
in my blood he 

rages, and 
thou must 
cure me!

Rosencrantz, 
Guildenstern!

With Hamlet gone 
from Denmark, and 
on his way to 
certain death in 
England, Claudius 
might think his 
problems are 
solved. But he’s so 
wrong…. 
When word reaches 
Laertes in Paris 
that Polonius, his 
father, is dead, he 
rushes back to 
Denmark, convinced 
that Claudius is the 
killer. Now he’s 
outside the palace, 
demanding justice!

My lord, 
this 

mischance of 
old polonius 

hath pierced so 
the young 

ophelia that 
she, poor maid 

is quite 
bereft of 

wits

Claudius hands them the letter for 
the English king that will seal 
hamlet’s fate…

And to make matters  worse, 
ophelia - her heart already 
broken by hamlet - is out of 
her mind with grief for her 
father…



Alas, 
look here my 

lord

How do ye, 
pretty lady?

Follow her 
close, give her 

good watch

Just then laertes bursts in…

O 
thou vile 

king, give me 
my father! 

Where’s my 
father?

dead!!!

I am 
guiltless 
of your 
father’s 

death and am 
most 

sensible in 
grief for 

it!!!

Maybe it’s 
because, for 
once, 
Claudius is 
telling the 
truth, that 
Laertes lets 
him go. Now, 
Claudius is 
desperate to 
know, is 
Laertes 
going to have 
vengeance on 
everyone, or 
just 
Polonius’s 
enemies?

He is dead and gone, lady

He is dead and gone

At his head a green grass turf

At his heels a stone

How came he dead, I’ll 
not be juggled with, 

how came he dead???



To 
his good 

friends thus 
wide I’ll 
open my 

arms

But his 
enemies, I’ll be 
revenged most 
thoroughly for 

my father

And will he 
not come 

again?
No,no, he is 

dead
Go to thy death 

bed
He is gone, he 

is gone

Sweet 
ophelia, kind 

sister, do you 
see this you 

gods?

What noise 
is that?

Be you content 
to lend your 

patience to us and 
we shall jointly 
labour with your 

soul to give it due 
content

Laertes sees his poor sister going mad and Claudius has managed somehow to 
calm him down and get him to listen. Last thing I remember about hamlet was 
that he was on his way to England with rosencrantz and guildenstern. They had 
letters for the English king that told the king to get rid of hamlet, yes? Well, 
here comes a plot twist about as big as they get!!! Horatio receives a letter…

I 
have words 
to speak in 

thine ear will 
make thee 
dumb!!!

Dear 
Horatio, ere 
we were two 

days old at sea, 
a pirate gave us 

chase!

Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern hold their 

course for England, of them 
I have much to tell thee, 

hamlet x

I 
alone 

became their 
prisoner, they 
have dealt with 

me like 
thieves of 

mercy

So hamlet was captured by 
pirates who were merciful and 
are bringing him back to 
Denmark!



Claudius has managed to convince laertes 
that he didn’t kill polonius, and that 
hamlet did!

Why you  proceeded not 
against these feats?

For two special 
reasons, the queen his 
mother and the great love 

the public bear him

Just then a servant rushes 
in with a letter…

LET HIM 
COME!!!

You have 
been talked 

of since your 
travel much,  
and that in 
Hamlet’s 
hearing…

Claudius tells 
laertes that while 
he was in France, 
they kept hearing 
about how good he 
was at stuff, 
especially sword 
fighting, fencing to 
be precise. Not 
only that, but every 
time hamlet heard 
about it, he got very 
jealous. Because of 
course, hamlet 
fancies himself as 
an expert fencer. 
Maybe, said 
Claudius, just maybe 
a competition could 
be arranged 
between the two of 
them, just for 
sport of course…

How can hamlet be coming 
back??? Time for Claudius 
to think fast again…

this letter also came from the 
pirate ship

As always, a plan forms 
quickly…

And for 
that purpose 

I’ll anoint my 
sword, that if I 
gall him slightly 

it may be death



Claudius 
realises 
laertes is 
saying that 
he’ll put 
poison on 
the blade 
of his 
sword, so 
that if he 
even 
scratches 
hamlet, 
he’ll die! 

What a 
cheat!!!

Claudius 
knows how 
to use 
poison 
himself, now 
he’s saying 
that he’ll 
poison a 
drink so 
that when 
hamlet gets 
hot and 
tired, he’ll 
drink the 
poison, 
double 
cheat!!!

Gertrude rushes in…

Your 
sister’s 
drowned 

laertes!!!

Drowned? O, 
where?

If 
this should fail,  

And he calls for a 
drink, I’ll have prepared 

him a chalice, if he by chance 
escape your venomed 

stuck, our purpose may 
hold there…

There 
is a willow 

grows askant 
the brook

There on the 
pendant 
boughs…

…Clambering 
to hang, fell in 

the weeping 
brook…

And will he not 
come again…

Which time 
she chanted snatches 
of old songs

Alas then 
she is 

drowned

No one is sure if ophelia fell from the branch or whether she jumped, whether she was too 
weak to save herself or if she just didn’t want to, but she is gone. As we reach the sad 
finale of act 4 the tension is beginning to rise, the end is in sight, but for whom? Hamlet is 
arriving back into Denmark and Horatio is ready to meet him. Laertes while grieving for his 
sister is preparing for his fight, Claudius thinks he might finally get rid of hamlet, with 
only one act to go things are going to get solved one way or another, dare you read on?


