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WELCOME! PLEASE, PLEASE, COME IN AND CLOSE THE DOOR- YOoU POOR THING, You MUST
BE FROZEN! PEOPLE ARE SAYING IT’S THE WORST BLIZZARD THEY CAN REMEMBER- WELL,
THERE’S ONE THING FOR SURE — WE’RE GOING TO BE SNOWED IN! SO, SHAKE OFF YOUR
BOOTS AND SIT BY THE FIRE. WOULD YouU LIKE TO BORROW MY CLOAKZ NO7 PERHAPS, You’D
PREFER TO TAKE A BLANKETZ NOW, I’LL CLOSE THE SHUTTERS, AND LIGHT THE CANDLES.
AND, SEEING AS WE’RE GOING TO BE STUCK HERE AWHILE, WE CoULD PASS THE TIME WITH A
STORY. YOU’D LIKE THAT?Z EXCELLENT! AH--- BUT WHICH ONEZ LET ME SEE.-.-... OF COURSE -
I’LL TELL YoU THE WINTER’S TALE- AND OH, WHAT A TALE! PREPARE YOURSELF FOR
STATUES THAT COME TO LIFE, FOR BABIES LOST AND BABIES FOUND, KINGS AND SHIPWRECKS
AND BEARS. BUT, BEFORE WE GET TO ANY OF THAT, WE NEED TO &0 BACK TO BEFORE THE

BEEGINNING OF OoUR STORY.--

TO A CASTLE IN THE LAND OF SICILIA  |WHERE TWoO BABIES HAVE JUST BEEN BOEN... |

IN FACT THOSE BABIES WERE PRINCES- ONE WAS CALLED POLIXENES ( SAY IT LIKE PO-
LICKS - EH — KNEES!) AND THE OTHER WAS NAMED LEONTES- (SAY IT LIKE LEE- ON -
TEAS!) THEY GREW UP TOGETHER, LOVING EACH OTHER LIKE BROTHERS — THOUGH EACH WAS
DESTINED TO RULE A DIFFERENT KINGDOM- LET’S GROW THEM UP AT 8IT.-.
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| \ | THEY DID EVERYTHING TOSETHER:
RUNNING WILDLY THROUGH THE

WHILST LEONTES— ALWAYS AT HIS FRIEND SIDE- |

WAS MORE LIKE THE SHADOW THAT THE SUN CASTS. [ CORRIDORS OF THE PALACE. -




STEALING BISCUITS FROM THE KITCHEN. s AND POLIXENES

wWoulL D LAUGH s©
HAERD THAT
LEONTES coUuLD
NOT HELP BUT JOIN
IN — THE SHADOWS
LIFTING AND HIS
OWN FACE
LIGHTING UP- THEY
WEEE EVERYTHING
THAT BEST FERIENDS
SHouLD BE.

ND ST/bb POLIXENES MANA&ED, SOMEHOW, TO BE/Né
LAUGHTER AND LIGHTNESS TO ALL THEY DID TOGETHER

LEONTES SENT AN INVITATION TO THE LAND OF BOHEMIA,
ASKING POLIXENES T0 COME AND VISIT HIM ...




OUTSIDE LEONTES’ CASTLE, THE SNOW |,

INSIDE IT COULDN'T B
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A PARTY IS IN FULL SWING---

THERE’S MUCH DANCING GOING ON, TOO -
NOT ALL OF IT BRILLIANT----
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SIR, THAT’S
TOMORROW!

MUSICIANS ARE
DIFFERENT!/ PLAYING.--

B & 1 / T o e
By |
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AND EVERYONE IS
HAVING THE TIME OF
THEIR LIVES!!!

GUESTS ARE
FEASTING ON THE
FINEST FOODS.--

50, YES, NOT ONLY DID
POLIXENES ACCEPT HIS
GREAT FRIEND’S
INVITATION, BUT HE’S
ALSO ACTUALLY STAYED
FOR NINE WHOLE
MONTHS! NINE
MONTHS! SOME OF US
MIGHT FEEL THIS WAS A
BIT ON THE LONG SIDE. .-
BUT NOT LEONTES! HE
HAS LOVED EVERY MINUTE
OF HAVING HIS FRIEND
THERE AND IS THROWING
THIS PARTY IN HIS
HONOUR- POLIXENES o STAY YouR S
DOESN’T KNOW HOW TO

THANK HIS DEAR FRIEND PAY THEM WHEN YOU

I MULTIPLY WITH
ONE “WE THANK You”
MANY THOUSANDS MORE
THAT GO BEFORE IT

VERY SOOTH,
TOMORROW




BUT THE KINGDOM OF BUT LEONTES STILL HASN'T AND AT THAT VERY MOMENT, SHE

BOHEMIA HAS BEEN WITHOUT | |GIVEN UP, AFTER ALL HE HAS A APPEARED AT HIS SIDE!

A RULER FOR TOO LONG--- SECRET WEAPON, A VERY [
™y PEEBSUASIVE PERSON, HIS WIFE

HERMIONE! WHO IS SOON TO

HAVE A BABY!

L]

TONGUE TIED OUR

LEONTES. PRESS QUEEN?

ME NOT, BESEECH You
SO, THERE IS NO TONGUE
IN THE WORLD THAT
MOVES, NONE, NONE, IN THE
WORLD SO SOON AS YOURS

CHARGE HIM
TOO COLDLY,-
TELL HIM YOU ARE
SURE THAT ALL IN

CoOULD WIN ME. MY AFFAIRS
DO EVEN DRAG ME IF ONLY HE COULD GET HER BOHEMIA’S ¢ WELL SAID

HOMEWARD. FAREWELL TO SPEAK TO POLIXENES, WELL HERMIONE, SAY
ON..

MY BROTHER SHE CcOULD DEFINITELY GET (! N---
HIM TO STAY \ ~ T e
HERMIONE NOW THE MUSIC STARTS AGAIN, AND LEONTES IS ||LEONTES CALLS OVER HIS
UNDERSTANDS THAT  ||CONTENT TO STAND TO ONE SIDE, WATCHING || YOUNG SON, MAMILLIUS,
IT’S HER JOB TO TRY ||HIS BELOVED QUEEN AND HIS DEAREST WHOM HE LOVES DEARLY

TO GET POLIXENES TO
STAY A BIT LONGEER-
HERMIONE LOVES
LEONTES. SHE’S VERY
FOND OF POLIXENES
Too, BUT SHE
ESPECIALLY LIKES
HOW HAPPY HE MAKES
HER KING. SO, SHE’S
DETERMINED TO USE
ALL HER SKILL WITH
WOEDS, AND ALL HER
CHARM TO GET HIM TO
STAY. SHE/LL START

WITH HER SMILE, / y -
WIHICH 18 DAZALING. IT’/S CLOSE TO CHRISTMAS AND

LEONTES HAS A PRESENT FOR HIM.--

FRIEND TALKING AS THEY JOIN THE DANCE-

WHEN LEONTES LOOKS BACK AGAIN, HERMIONE AND | |FOR A MOMENT LEONTES’ A SUSPICION- LIKE A DROP
POLIXENES ARE ALL SMILES, LEONTES CALLS FACE LIGHTS UP- HIS FRIEND || OF BLOOD IN A GLASS OF
ACROSS TO THEM.-. wiLL STay! MILK.-.

THEN SUDDENLY, SOMETHING
AWFUL HAPPENS. NO-ONE
CAN SEE IT, BUT SOMETHING ||IT STARTS TO SPREAD,
IN LEONTES’ MIND BE&INS STARTING TO SPoIL

TO TUEN.-- EVERYTHING---




IS IT POSSIBLE, HE THINKS, THAT POLIXENES
LIKES HERMIONE MORE THAN HIMZ AND WHAT IF
HERMIONE LIKES POLIXENES MORE THAN
LEONTES! HE TRIES TO SHAKE OFF THE JEALOUS
THOUGHTS THAT WoULD SWARM INTO HIS MIND
AND REMINDS HIMSELF THAT HE’S GOT WHAT HE
WANTED-

EVERYONE ELSE IN THE ROOM SEES TWO FRIENDS
DANCING AND HOLDING HANDS — AS FRIENDS
SOMETIMES DO — BUT THE POISONED MIND OF
LEONTES SEES SOMETHING ELSE: HOLDING
HANDS 7 THAT’S FOR HUSBANDS AND WIVES/!

TOO HOT!
TOO HOT! MY

HEART DANCES, BUT &=
NOT FOR JOY, NOT
JdOY. THAT IS
ENTERTAINMENT MY,
HEART LIKES
NOT!

HE CAN’T STAND TO LOOK AND TURNS
AWAY, BUT THE THOUGHTS COME THICK
AND FAST, AS IF VOICES ARE WHISPERING
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EVERYONE IS

POLIXENES
IS LAUGHING AT
you!

NoOBODY
LOVES You!

STILL

LEONTES MAKES HIMSELF LOOK AGAIN- HE
SEES THEIR HANDS, HELD, AS THEY DANCE.--

LAUGHING AT You!

/o ® 6.%

IRGINALLING UPON
HIS PALM?
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AND NOW HIS MIND
N SLIPS INTO --.

WHERE POLIXENES AND
HERMIONE ARE

HANG ON, HE THINKS,
THAT WOULD MEAN

/

[1aRRIED. ———— MAMILLIUS WAS THEIR
NS U (o) Y 25| SON, NOT HIS! HE HAS
& 7 | TO CcHECK. ..

ARS 'z}

IT’S AS IF HE’S
SLIPPED INTO A
PARALLEL UNIVERSE.--

PR l“

BUT MAMILLIUS DOESN’T
UNDERSTAND.--

LEONTES STARES AND STAEES AS HIS
SON GALLOPS AROUND HIM, WONDERING

YES! IF
YOU WILL My JHEHE [SHIS SON

LORD P ==

7

IN THIS SHORT SPACE OF TIME,
LEONTES HAS BECOME
COMPLETELY CONVINCED THAT
HEEBMIONE AND POLIXENES ARE
IN LOVE AND SO ARE NOW HIS
ENEMIES- ENEMIES MUST BE
DEFEATED.- BUT THEY MUST
ALSO NOT SUSPECT ANYTHING -
SO, LEONTES SMILES AS IF TO
PROVE NOTHING 1S WRONG-

HE THINK’S IT’S A GAME WHERE HE HAS TO
PRETEND TO BE AN ANIMAL !

POLIXENES WONDERS WHAT’S
GOING ON.--

AND THERE’S SOMETHING SO
INTENSE ABOUT HIS STAEE--- [§

{ y ’ 'v‘»-
| ARE YoOU
| i ) < MOVED MY
THAT EVERYONE STOPS TALKING || LEONTES TELLS THEM TO DO
AND LOOKS AT LEONTES sy /L WHAT THEY LIKE

SO LEONTES SMILES TO PROVE
NOTHING 1S WRONG---

'\

HAPPY THAT HE’S OK,
HERMIONE SAYS.--
e ,'

TO YOUR OWN
BENTS DISPOSE

» WOouLD SEEK US, WE ARE
NO, IN GOOD YOURS IN THE GARDEN.-
EARNEST SHALL'S ATTEND You
THERE?



HE TURNS ON MAMILLIUS,

BUT AS THEY LEAVE.-. AS THEY WALK AWAY,
» - HIS VOICE BOARING.---

HERMIONE SIMPLY TUERNS TO
LISTEN TO POLIXENES — WHICH
IS ALL ANYONE ELSE SEES -

You’LL BE FOUND, BE YOU
BENEATH THE SKY

BUT TO LEONTES, SHE’S
TURNED HER MOUTH TO HIM
WAITING TO BE KISSED! HE’S
FURIOUS.

GO PLAY,
80Y, PLAY: THY
MOTHER PLAYS AND I
PLAY TOO. GO PLAY .

Bov, PLAY/!

AND STILL, NO-ONE ELSE HAS ANY IDEA
WHAT IS GOING THROUEGH LEONTES’ HEAD-
HOW coulD THEYZ

MAMILLIUS STARTS TO CRY---

LOOKING AT HIS SON, HE REMEMBERS
HIS OWN CHILDHOOD, WHEN HE AND
PObIXENES WEEE SUCH 600D FRIENDS

IAM
LIKE YOU THEY
SAY

| | WHY, THAT'S
SOME COMFORT,

! GO PLAY
MAMILLIUS, THOU

\ ART AN HONEST

THE SIéHT OF MAM/L(,/U.S IN TEAES
MOMENTARILY BRINGS LEONTES TO HIS ||
SENSES.- HE’S ALWAYS LOVED HIS SON-

- |caMILLO wASTES NO TIME IN
|| TELLING ki OFF-..

DOES THOU

CAMILLO IS LEONTES’ RIGHT HAND MAN; NOT THINK MY OVEREIGN MISTRESS CLOUDED
’ WIFE IS 0! YOU NEVER SPOKE WHAT DID

LONG-SERVING, HONEST AND NOBLE.

2
HE IS LOYAL TO BOTH THE KING AND HIS SLIPPERY?

NBECOME YOU LESS THAN THIS!

Is
WHISPERING
NOTHING? IS

TO CHEEK? 1S
MEETING NOSES?
WHY, THEN THE

s WORLD AND ALL
THAT/S IN IT IS
NOTHING !

NO, NO MY
LORD!

CAMILLO IS ASTONISHED,
IS LEONTES ILL?




CAMILLO’S HEAD IS SPINNING .- CAN LEONTES BE
RIGHT?Z IF 8O, WITH WHOM HAS HERMIONE
BETEAYED HIMZ

NOW HE KNOWS FOE
SURE THAT LEONTES
1S DELUDED- THE
ONLY PERSON TO

L1 |LOVE LEONTES AS

# |(MUCH AS HERMIONE
1S POLIXENES-

J @ 2| | NEITHER wouLD
Yy 15. You o EVER DO ANYTHING
& LIE, YOU LIE! . ol | TO HURT HIM.
I SAY THOU . bl | WHAT LEONTES HAS
c”';:”:,(z\?EAND DEEPLY, BUT WHAT
) LEONTES DOES
: ¢ NEXT, TERRIFIES
HIM. .

FROM HIS POCKET, LEONTES PRODUCES AN
EVIL-LOOKING BOTTLE OF POISON HOLDING IT
oUT TO CAMILLO.-

WHAT A HORREIBLE
CHOICE TO HAVE TO
MAKE! EITHER TO KILL
POLIXENES Ok TO BE
KILLED HIMSELF.--
CAMILLO DOESN'T
KNOW WHAT To Do, 8UT
HE KNOWS THAT, IF HE
REFUSES NOoW, LEONTES
WiLL HAVE HIM
EXECUTED ON THE SPOT

DO IT AND

% THOU HAST THE ONE HALF OF
MY HEART; DO IT NOT, THOU

. SPLIT/ST THINE OWN.-

I'LLDOIT, |
MY LORD

TO DO THIS
DEED

8 PROMOTION
N\ FOLLOWS

BUT FOR ME,
WHAT CASE STAND
T IN? AND MY
GROUND TO DO IT IS
THE OBEDIENCE TO
A MASTER

O MISERABLE
LADY

WAIT A MINUTE, CAN oOD
CAMILLO BE THINKING OF
CAREYING THIS oUTZ77

OF COURSE NOT! HE’S GOOD cAMILLO, THE BEST!
EVEN IF KILLING POLIXENES MADE HIM A
BILLIONAIRE, HE'D STILL REFUSE. BUT HOW IS HE TO
ESCAPE LEONTES’/ FURY WHEN THE KING FINDS oUT
HE’S BEEN DISOBEYED? THERE’S ONLY ONE THING TO
DO... HE’S GOINEG TO HAVE TO SAVE POLIXENES AND
MAKE A BUN FOR IT- QUICK, HERE COMES POLIXENES
NOW. -.

FIND EXAMPLE
OF THOUSANDS
THAT HAD STRUCK
ANOINTED KINGS
AND FLOURISHED
AFTER, I’D
NOT DO IT-

P b\

I
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CAMILLO KNOWS THAT THERE FoR

IS VERY LITTLE TIME AND THAT, WHAT 227
IF THEY ARE TO SAVE THEIR - ° -
LIVES, HE MUST BE BLUNT

GOOD DAY
CAMILLO

N - . )b
ot /’
> o—J /4 /v N

MURDER
you!ll

BUT NOW 1S NOT THE TIME FOR EXPLANATIONS, NOow 1S
THE TIME TO BUN.--
[ )

OH THEN MY

BEST BLOOD A \TIS BORN. IF THEREFORE YOU
TURN TO 2 DARE TRUST MY HONESTY, AWAY
JELLY! HOW i/ TONIGHT! YOUR FOLLOWERS T
SHOULD THIS WILL WHISPER TO THE
= BUSINESS AND CLEAR THEM
OF THE CITY, COME
SIR, AWAY!

AND SO THEY BAN, THROUGH THE CITY, TO THE BOATS WAITING FOR POLIXENES AND HIS
FOLLOWERS.- WOW, WE'VE COME TO THE END OF ACT 1 — I CAN’'T BELIEVE IT- MAYBE WE
NEED TO CHECK WHERE EVERYONE IS AND WHAT THEY ARE DOING---

CAMILLO AND POLIXENES ARE RUNNING
I THROUEH THE CITY, TRYING TO SAIL AwAY
Y | BEFORE LEONTES FINDS OUT THEY ARE GONE-
LEONTES IS BLINDED | |\ )11 THEY MAKE IT? WILL HERMIONE LEABN

HERMIONE IS IN HER flgsgéj; WAITING FOR | |\ iaT/s cOING ON7 wiLL LEONTES CATCH AND
ZETDEEH%BEEéTZEED POLIXENES' DEATE.... KILL POLIXENES ? YOU’LL HAVE TO READ ON TO

FIND ouT!!!




HAD LEONTES BECOME A WEREWOLF HE coULD NOT BE MOEE
CHANGED! FROM LOVING TO SAVAGE, FROM WISE TO FOOLISH,
FEOM HAPPY TO A CREATURE POSSESSED BY A MAD FURY.-

WAS HE MET
THERE? CAMILLO WITH

[ THEM EVEN TO RPR—dit}
THEIR SHIPS

|

{3{ ’
4

7 CAMILLO WAS

THERE IS A PLOT
AGAINST MY LIFE,
A MY CROWN!

Y HiS HELP IN THIS! Yl

IT’/S BEEN A LONEG EVENING AND
HERMIONE NEEDS A REST, SHE’S WITH
PAULINA A LADY OF THE COURT AND HER
GREATEST FRIEND AND MAMILLIUS- IT’S
NEAELY BED TIME.--

SIT BY US ™
AND TELL US A

f/ LET'S HAVE
- THAT! DO YOUR
- BEST TO FRIGHT
ME WITH YOUR

HERMIONE HAS NO IDEA WHAT IS GOING ON- CAN
IT BE SOME SORT OF JOKE?Z

GIVE ME THE
Bovy!!!

WHAT IS THIS?
SPORT?

BEAR THE BOY\
HENCE! *

AT FIRST NO-ONE MOVES...

PASTY L] 15 fomurapens

THE GUARDS ARE
AS PUZZLED AS |~
HERMIONE AT
THIS COMMAND;
WHY SHOULD
THEY TAKE THE
BOY AWAY FBROM
HIS MOTHER -
THEIR DEAR
QRUEEN?

BUT LEONTES
BOUNDS ON
THEM AND
SCREAMS HIS
ORDER SO
FIERCELY THAT
THEY FEAR FOR
THEIR OWN LIVES

-

;
§
%

£
=

AS ONE OF THE GUARDS LEADS HIM
GENTLY AWAY, HERMIONE AND FAULINA
LOOK ON, SPEECHLESS

WITH SHOCK -

S
v
W/ m&



BETRAYED

{ HER, MARK HER Wil
WELL: SHE HAS @i

AND 80, NO-ONE
SPEAKS- EVERYONE
WouULD SPEAK FOR
HERMIONE, THEIR
MISTEESS, BUT FOE
FEAR OF LEONTES-
THEY KNOW HER TO
BE KIND AND FAIR
AND NOT A SINGLE
PERSON IN THAT
BOOM CAN BELIEVE
SHE HAS DONE
ANYTHING TO
DESERVE PRISON .-
EVEN A FURIOUS
LEONTES CANNOT
MAKE THEM MOVE.

HEEBMIONE LOVES
LEONTES DEEPLY AND
HAS DONE SO FOR A

YOU HAVE
MISTOOK, MY

LONG TIME. SHE THINKS LADY.

THIS MUST JUST BE A

MISLNDERSTANDING - P 0";’2 §N5$
T 52 LEONTES!

YOU MY :
LORD, DO BUT
MISTAKE! £

LEONTES WANTS HIS
GUARDS TO TAKE
HERMIONE TO THE
DUNGEON!

KNOWING THAT THE GUARDS MUST OBEY
OR FACE PUNISHMENT THEMSELVES.--

BIDDING, ‘ ,ﬂqﬁ ==

HENCE! " - ——

---THAT THEY CARRY OUT LEONTES’
ORDEES-

IT’S NOT UNTIL HERMIONE HERSELF
NODS HER AGREEMENT TO THEM -

CONSERUENCES.-

BESEECH YOUR ‘
HIGHNESS, CALL THE )¢

QUEEN AGAIN '

THE LORDS LEFT ARE BEWILDERED-
LEONTES’ ACTIONS SEEM LIKE THOSE OF A
MADMAN AND DESTINED TO HAVE TERRIBLE

THAT THE QUEEN IS A

BUT LEONTES WON'T LISTEN TO || SO CONFIDENT IS
SENSE, HE’S ON A DIFFERENT  ||LEONTES THAT HE IS
PLANET TO EVERYONE ELSE..-  ||RIGHT AND EVERYONE
ELSE - AND I MEAN
EVERYONE - IS WRONE,
" || THAT HE HAS DONE

Fl| someTHING
|| exTRACRDINARY...

BE CERTAIN

CONFIRMATION I HAVE
WHAT YOU DO

DISPATCHED IN POST TO
THE ORACLE AT SACRED
DELPHOS, TO

HOLD YOUR S
PEACES! EITHER
THOU ART MOST
IGNORANT BY AGE, OR
THOU WERT BORN A
FoOOoL -

I DARE LAY
DOWN MY LIFE

SPOTLESS

LEONTES HAS SENT SERVANTS TO THE DELPHIC (SAY
DEL~-FIC) ORACLE TO ASK WHETHER HERMIONE IS
GUILTY OR INNOCENT. THE ORACLE LIVED AT DELPHI
IN GREECE AND THROUGH HER, PEOPLE COULD TALK
TO THE GOD APOLLO, ASKING HIM QUESTIONS ABOUT
THE PAST, THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE. BECAUSE
THE ANSWERS THE ORACLE GAVE CAME FROM A GOD,
THEY WERBE THE ULTIMATE TERUTH- LEONTES IS
CONVINCED THE ORACLE WILL BE ON HIS SIDE, AND
THEN ?VEEYONE WILL HAVE TO ACCEPT THAT HE IS
RIGHT!




HAVE I DONE
WELL?

WHAT WILL HAPPEN
TO HERMIONEZ
LEONTES’
BEHAVIOUR SEEMS
TO HAVE TERRIFIED
THE WHOLE CcoURT
INTO SILENCE- IF
NO-ONE wiLL
SPEAK UP FOE HER
- 1S SHE DOOMED?
WELL, NOT IF
PAULINA HAS
ANYTHING TO Do
WITH IT---

DUNGEONS ,

PAULINA IS DOWN IN THE

THIS IS THE WORST THING
EVER DONE IN SICILIA, BUT
THE LORDS CAN’T SAY THAT .-

i

NEAR WHERE HERMIONE

1S BEING HELD.--

THOUGH I

AM SATISFIED,

YET SHALL THE
ORACLE GIVE
REST TO THE

MINDS OF
)\ OTHERS. COME
S FoLLow us! &

HOW FARES
OUR GRACIOUS

SOMETHING
BEFORE HER TIME
DELIVERED

SO HERMIONE HAS
GIVEN BIERTH TO HER
8ABY DAUGHTER
WHILE IN THE
DUNGEON!!! THANK
GOODNESS THE
BABY IS OK- MAYBE
PAULINA CAN TUEN
THIS SITUATION TO
HERMIONE’S
ADVANTAGE AND
GET HER SET FREE/!

W/ HE MUST
BE TOLD ON \
IT, I’LL SHOW
THE KING AND
UNDERTAKE TO

HE MAY SOFTEN
AT THE SIGHT
OF THE

DAUGHTER
AND A
GOODLY BABE.
THE QUEEN
RECEIVES MUCH
A\ COMFORT IN
T
aLl 1S NoOT SINCE HE WAS SNATCHED FROM HIS
YET LOST! MOTHER, AND SHE WAS THROWN INTO
PAULINA 1S PRISON, POOR MAMILLIUS HAS BEEN ILL,
" |BRAVE AND FEVERISH.-

WISE - A - ‘
WARRIOR IN
SPIRIT,
SHE’S LIKE
THE
FIERCEST
HEAD
TEACHER
YOU'VE EVER
MET, AND
WITH HER ON
YOUR SIDE,
YOU SHOULD
NEVER GIVE
upP.

HE TOOK
GOOD REST
TONIGHT./TIS HOPED

DISCHARGED

TO
SEE HIS
) NOBLENESS!
B CONCEIVING THE
| DISHONOUR OF

HIS MOTHER, HE
STRAIGHT
DECLINED,
DROOPED,
TOOK T
DEEPLY




LEONTES A MAN BUSHES TO THE DOOR TO STOP
CHOOSES TO PAULINA FROM ENTERING.- IT IS

THINK THAT ANTIGONUS, LEONTES’ TRUSTED
MAMILLIUS’S ADVISOR — AND PAULINA’S HUSBAND.!!!

ILLNESS IS A
REACTION TO
HIS MOTHER’S
BEHAVIOUR AND
THAT THIS
SHOWS WHAT A
NoOBLE BoY HE
18! JUST AT
THIS MOMENT,
THOUGH, THERE
IS A POUNDING
AT THE DOOE,
AND IT IS
FLUNG WIDE-
THERE STANDS
PAULINA WITH
THE BABY.-

YOoUu MUST NOT
A ENTER!

|HE’S TRYING TO STOP HER COMING IN
TO PEOTECT HER FEOM LEONTES.--

BUT PAULINA WILL NOT BE
STOPPED.-.

TS
Y 2

AWAY WITH
THAT
; AUDACIoUS
i LADY! aNTIGONUS,
' T CHARGE THEE
Yl THAT SHE SHOULD
NOT COME

’ // ABOUT ME!

SHE PLACES THE BASKET AT
LEONTES’ FEET...

GOOD QUEEN
MY LORD, T SAY

GOOD QUEEN!

BUT FIRST
I’LL DO MY

ERRAND
SN

TRAITORS, \&
witL You NOT
PUSH HER OUT? ,

PAULINA IS NOT MOVING

NO-ONE HAS
EVER DARED TO
SPEAK OUT
AGAINST THE
KING BEFORE,
BUT AS THEY
LOOK AROUND AT
EACH OTHER,
THEY CAN'T
BELIEVE HOW HE
1S BEHAVING AND
: e \ TRAITORS!!! ) |THEY START TO
NO-ONE ELSE IS HELPING | § W) ‘| |ze7 BRAVER...
S| | EONTES EITHER... ' iy

THE BRAT!
TAKE'T UP T




ANTIGONUS SPEAKS FIRST.-- | HEN THE OTHER NOBLES.-.

s

NOR T,
NOR ANY BUT
ONE THAT’S
HERE, AND
THAT'S
HIMSELF!

EVERY SINGLE
PERSON IN
THAT ROOM,
EXCEPT
LEONTES,
FEELS THEIR
8LoOOD TUEN
TO ICE- CAN
THE KING TRULY
BE ASKING
MINE:= HENCE THEM TO HAVE
WITH IT, AND HERMIONE AND
VA TOGETHER WITHR | THE BABY
« BURNT? IT’S
TOO HORRIBLE
TO THINK
ABoUT.

' | LEAVE THE BABY IN A
MY KNEES T DESERTED PLACE!!!

CHANGE THIS N \n ﬁ*! | [P
D | 7l R ( = ”‘ . ’ ‘" A

PURPOSE

SWEAR TO DO
THIS, THOUGH A
PRESENT DEATH
HAD BEEN MORE

S\ 5 \ ; : MERCIFUL -
Z ] SHALL BE -
WHAT WILL - A P POSSIBLE,
YOU ADVENTURE : 2 BEAR IT TO
TO SAVE THIS e [ SOME REMOTE
d e
) BRAT'S LIFE? ANYTHING MY %Npggsgfl;r
. LORD, ANYTHING | PLact 4
& W possiBLE & 1 \ ey
e RV BY) Leace . £
SUDDENLY A SERVANT AT LAST THINKS LEONTES, NOW EVERYONE WILL | |WE’RE AT THE END OF ACT 2
ARRIVES... KNOW HE WAS RIGHT.--- AND THINGS SEEM TERRIBLE!
77 7 W HOW DID WE GET FROM TWO
i = N\ BFFS DANCING AT A PABTY,
PLEASE Your \[|| = TO THIS?77 ONE FRIEND
Pg'g;'g‘ igg'M . ‘ RUNNING FOR HIS LIFE, THE
N rHoSE vOU SENT TO 1 ™ OTHER SEEMS TO HAVE GONE
g THE ORACLE ARE / - MAD WITH JEALOUSY,
comsel Srcqauouz A JEE L%Egﬁ;DENbY 3 PUTTING HIS WIFE IN PRISON,
s - ' ' SENDING HIS BABY DAUGHTER
S il Have THE TRUTH § SR TO BE ABANDONED IN SOME
| [PREPARE THE LORDS. W 4 OTHER LAND--- AND HIS
> ?‘dﬁ@“ﬁé aﬁ\syezggzué N SON’S NOT ToO WELL
!
\ | B A et
k LADY. SHE SHALL
> Sy HAVE A JUST AND \ COMEDY?7!! IT'M TELLING
Y ) OPEN TRIAL - You, THERE’D BETTER BE
5/ ; SOME LAUEGHS IN ACT 3...




CLEOMENES AND DION - LORDS OF THE
COURT OF LEONTES — HAVE JUST EETURNED
FROM THEIR LONG JOURNEY ACROSS THE

SEA TO GREECE

AT
i %

THEIR
FRIENDS
CAN’T WAIT
TO HEAR
WHAT
VISITING THE
OFACLE
WAS LIKE -
THEY’RE
ALL A
LITTLE BIT
JEALOUS
THAT THEY
DIDN’T GET
TO 60 ON
THIS
IMPOEBTANT

CLEOMENES TELLS THEM HOW

BEAUTIFUL EVERYTHING WAS!
=)

FROM A

§l SEALED SCROLL THAT DION IS CARRYING,

DION WAS SUPER-IMPRESSED BY THE HUGE STATUE OF
APOLLO- BUT WHAT EEALLY BLEW THEM BOTH AWAY
WAS THE ORACLE HERSELF — HOW LoUD SHE WAS!/

HOLIDAY, TILL EVERYONE NOTICES THE

AND THEY ALL FALL SILENT- SUDDENLY
EVERYONE REMEMBERS WHAT MESSAGE IS
HIDDEN INSIDE, AND HOW SERIOUS THIS
MOMENT IS- WHAT IS THE TRUTH THAT THE
OFRACLE WILL REVEAL Z WHAT IS GOING TO
HAPPEN TO HERMIONE 7

THE ROOM IS FULL FOR THE TRIAL OF
HERMIONE- EVERY MEMBER OF THE COUET IS
THERE, YET, HERMIONE STANDS ALONE TO
FACE HER ACCUSER-

ALL BUT LEONTES BELIEVE HER TO BE
INNOCENT, ALTHOUGH NO-ONE DABES SPEAK
FOR HEER.-

AN OFFICEER BEADS
THE CHARGES AGAINST
HERMIONE. --

HERMIONE, g
THOU ART HERE

ACCUSED OF HIGH A
TREASON, IN BETRAYING g
LEONTES WITH POLIXENES,

AND CONSPIRING WITH

CAMILLO TO TAKE AWAY
THE LIFE OF OUR KING,
THY HUSBAND

LEONTES STARES AT HIS
WIFE —ONCE THE LOVE OF
HIS LIFE- WITH HATEED- BUT
THERE IS NO HATRED IN THE
LOOK THAT HERMIONE
EBETUENS TO HIM - ONLY
SOREOW -




FINALLY, HERMIONE SPEAKS.--
‘ y POLIXENES,
WITH WHOM T
AM ACCUSED, I
DO CONFESS T
LOVED HIM AS IN
HONOUR HE
REQUIRED: WITH
8l SUCH KIND AS
B YOU YOURSELF 9

You MY COMMANDED

LORD, BEST
KNOW, MY PAST
LIFE HATH BEEN

AS TRUE AS T AM
NOW UNHAPPY £

N\
=

HONEST MAN AND
WHY HE LEFT
YOUR COURT THE
&GODS
THEMSELVES
ARE
IGNORANT

YOU KNEW
OF HIS
DEPARTURE!

LEONTES SHoULD KNow
HOW FAITHFUL HERMIONE
HAD ALWAYS BEEN UP
UNTIL THE POINT AT
WHICH HE ACCUSED HER.-
SHE LOVED POLIXENES
ONLY IN THE WAY THAT A
QUEEN SHOULD LOVE A
VISITING KING AND
FRIEND TO HER
HUSBAND- IT WoulD
HAVE BEEN WRONG FOR
HER NOT TO LOVE HIM
LIKE THIS- AND ANYWAY,
IT WAS LEONTES WHO
TOLD HER TO cET
POLIXENES TO STAY!

SIk, You

SPEAK A
LANGUAGE THAT I |,
UNDERSTAND &=

AT THAT MOMENT, THERE IS A NOISE AND
EVERYONE TUENS TOWARDS THE GREAT DOORS.--

THE CEOWD HObDS ITS
BREATH.--

THE SCROLL CONTAINING THE
WOEDS OF THE ORACLE---

THE SCROLL IS
HANDED TO THE
OFFICER- THIS
18 IT! THESE
ARE THE
WORDS THE
ORACLE

SPOKE .
EVERYONE
STRAINS TO
HEAR, IT’S AS IF
THEY WERE ALL
TRANSPORTED
TO THAT
TEMPLE IN
DELPHI.-.

---POLIXENES

---C
BLAMELESS AiLLo A

TRUE SUBJECT! 4

---LEONTES A
JEALOUS TYRANT!




A GREAT CHEER FROM THE wWow! LET’S THINK

---HIS : _
INNOCENT BABE \ - . - _ ABOUT THE ORACLE’S
TRULY BECOTTEN; 4 _ B\ .‘ il | WORDS FOR A MINUTE-
AND THE KING SHALL \ | HERMIONE HAS DONE
LIVE WITHOUT AN HEIR, & DLl NOTHING WEONE,
IF THAT WHICH IS el U i <0 NOR HAS POLIXENES,
LOST BENOT /) g ' : I s @l |(NOR HAS cAMILLO -
4 . : & i (BUT LEONTES HAS -
HE’S A JEALOUS
TYRANT — AND — HE
S 7O | SHALL LIVE WITHOUT
BLESSED BE NSNS | AN HEIRZ WHAT COULD
THE GREAT N | | THAT MEANZ ANYWAY,
. APOLLO!LL ([N THE ORACLE HAS
\' : SPOKEN, THERE CAN BE
NO bousT Now.--

WAIT, WHAT?
EVERYONE FREEZES.
THIS IS THE GREATEST
BLASPHEMY. LEONTES
HAS JUST CALLED THE s

ORACLE, THE VOICE OF y LORD THE
THE GOD APOLLO, A Y/~ KING, THE
LIAR. THIS HAS NEVER &
HAPPENED BEFORE-
ONCE APOLLO
SPEAKS, THAT’S IT,
you LISTEN.- You
DON’T QUESTION THE
WORD OF A GOD.-
EVERYONE LOOKS AT
EACH OTHER,
WONDERING WHAT TO
DO NEXT, WHEN
SUDDENLY....

IS NO TRUTH
AT ALL IN THE
ORACLE! THIS IS

MERE
FALSEHOOD!

BUSINESS? SHALL BE

HATED TO

W
\ﬁ?{i\}:} REPORT IT! THE
M\

WHAT IS THE e, t
g /88 PRINCE, YOUR
,@ﬁ SON, 1S

LIKE A TEREE
FELLED BY AN AXE,
LEONTES FALLS
TO HIS KNEES- IT

~/ANGRY, AND THE

HEAVENS SEEMS THAT
THEMSELVES DO | |gPoLLO IS
STRIKE AT MY ALRBEADY

PUNISHING HIM FOR
QUESTIONING THE
WORD OF A oD
AND Now POoOR

MAMILLIUS IS
GONE! BUT THERE
IS STILL MORE TO
COME FOR
LEONTES.--




PARDON MY \\. >
GREAT | HEART IS BUT
HOW NOow THERE! YR = ‘AGAINST THINE /] : SHE WILL
TAKE HER HENCE! 0\ ORACLE | ‘ RECOVER.-

773 2
(o 4 ’ 4
/4 g

LEONTES SLUMPS BACK ON HIS THRONE.-- \,.“*33!' 7

\)\

~%9/

=]

7,
h\ &

“

}.

FAR AWAY FROM HERE, ANTIGONUS IS ABOUT TO ANTIGONUS 1S ALSO IN A HUBRY TO GET AWAY,
CARRY oUT THE TERRIBLE TASK THAT LEONTES HAS BESIDES THE STORM, THIS COASTLINE IS A WILD

SET HIM. HIS BOAT HAS LANDED ON THE SEA- DESOLATE PLACE PLAGUED BY WOLVES AND
COAST OF BOHEMIA AND A STOEBM LOOMS ON THE BEAES.--
HORIZON.- --

COME,
POOR BABE.
THERE LIE- AND
FOR THOU MAY BE
LOST FOREVER,
THY NAME SHALL
= HENCEFORTH
MAKE YOUR ¥ PERDITA BE-
_ BEST HASTE! 4 i

I AM GLAD
{ AT HEART TO BE
(| 50 RID OF THE
D) BUSINESS




ANTIGONUS PLACES SOME GOoLD
AND SOME OF HERMIONE’S JEWELS

A HUGE BEAR EMERGES FROM AMONEGST
THE TREES/!

4

~ \J/"’

THE
STORM
.\ BEGINS!

ANTIGONUS 1S ABoUT TO
BETURN TO HIS SHIP, WHEN
SUDDENLY.--

CHASE! T AM
GONE
FOREVER!

POOR PERDITA! HOW CAN SHE POSSIBLY
SURVIVE — A NEW-BOEN BABY
ABANDONED IN A STORM IN THE MIDDLE
OF NOWHERE, SURROUNDED B8Y
FEARSOME CARNIVOROUS BEASTS 7 HOW
CAN SHAKESPEARE DO THIS TO US7! T
CAN ONLY SEE THIS STORY ENDING ONE
WAY — IN TRAGEDY AND DESPAIR! T MUST
BE RIGHT — AFTER ALL, EVERYTHING
THAT’S HAPPENED SO FAR HAS BEEN
DISASTROUS; THERE’S NO HOPE- OH,
HANG ON, WHAT’S THISZ OR RATHER,
WHO’S THIS.-. 7

7 MERCY ON
MS,ABAIEN! a\;

VERY PRETTY |§
BAIRN. BLESS L §

THEE, NEW
BORN! ’

GOoLD! aLL
GOLDIYOU'RE A
MADE OLD MAN!

HOME, HOME!

TIS A LUCKY DAY
Bov!

IT’S AN oLD
SHEPHERD
AND HIS
YOUNG SON,
BATTLING
THROUGH
THE EAIN
AND WIND,
TRYING TO
GET HOME
BEFORE
NIGHTFALL---

WELL, T MUST

N |aDMmiT, T was
WRONG. AND S0, AS
ACT 3 DRAWS TO A
CLOSE, FOR THE
FIRST TIME,
SOMETHING SEEMS
TO HAVE GONE
RIGHT. BABY PERDITA
HAS BEEN FOUND
AND A SHEPHERD HAS
GOT HIMSELF SOME

| |eoLp! sTILL NO

L | JokES, THOUH. -




NOW, T KNOW THAT, WHEN YOU STARTED READING
THIS, NOBODY WABNED YOouU THAT THERE’D BE TIME
TRAVEL INVOLVED. HOWEVER, IF YOU WANT TO FIND
OUT WHAT HAPPENS NEXT, YOU ARE JUST GOING TO
HAVE TO TRUST ME AND STEP INTO THIS TOP-OF-THE-
BANGE ELIZABETHAN TIME MACHINE. THE BEASON WE
HAVE TO GET INTO THIS NOT VERY SAFE LOOKING
MACHINE IS THAT WE NEED TO JOURNEY SIXTEEN
YEARS INTO THIS STORY’S FUTURE! THAT’S RIGHT-
WE ARE ABOUT TO SKIP A WHOLE SIXTEEN YEARS/!
GET IN, SHUT THE DOOR AND LET’S HAVE A LOOK
THROUGH THE WINDSCREEN AS WE START THE ENGINE,
“ |HoLD TIGHT!!!

/////f/’::\'\ >/‘\3\7 / \@,

- |HERE’S LEONTES SHUTTING HIMSELF AWAY IN HIS
CASTLE oUT OF SHAME AND GEIEF — PAULINA IS HIS
CHIEF COMPANION NOw -

T

AND LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENED TO BABY
PERDITA- THE KIND SHEPHERD HAS
BROUGHT HER UP LIKE HIS OWN
DAUGHTER, AND NOW SHE’S GROWN
INTO A BEAUTIFUL YOUN&G WOMAN -

I////ﬁ =, &)\

=/

e 7

LAST OF ALL, A NEW ADDITION TO
OUR STORY- POLIXENES HAS HAD A
SON, HIS NAME IS FLORIZEL - You
MAY NOTICE THAT HE’S QUITE
HANDSOME AND CHARMING LOOKING .
OTHER PEOPLE IN THIS STORY
(PERDITA) HAVE NOTICED THIS Too!

NOW, WHILE WE’'RE TRAVELLING THROUEH TIME AND SPACE THERE SEEMS TO BE A WEIRD
KIND OF SON& FILLING THE AIR- I'M NOT SURE EXACTLY WHERE IT'S COMING FROM, BUT

SOMETHING TELLS ME THE VOICE IS ACTUALLY TIME ITSELF. I CAN’T REALLY EXPLAIN IT,
BUT LET’S HAVE A LISTEN.--




iR TAKE UPON
ME IN THE NAME OF TIME TO USE MY WINGS,
SPEED MY SWIFT PASSAGE AS T SLIDE O'ER SIXTEEN YEARS.
GENTLE SPECTATORS, THAT I NOW MAY BE, IN FAIR BOHEMIA.-- -

AND JUST AS THE SON& SAYS THE WORDS "FAIR BOHEMIA” - HERE WE ARE, ARRIVED

SIXTEEN LONG YEARS LATER (LONG FOR THEM, NOT FOR US?) IN BOHEMIA ITSELF. NOW
BOHEMIA IS A VERY DIFFERENT PLACE FROM SICILIA WHERE LEONTES LIVES.--

SICILIA IS ALL TALL BUILDINGS AND PALACES AND WALLED GARDENS, WHILE BOHEMIA IS

FULL OF ROLLING HILLS AND VILLAGES- AND SHEEP- THOUSANDS OF SHEEP- SHEEP ARE
PRETTY IMPOERTANT IN BOHEMIA.---

2

OK, WE'VE REACHED OUR DESTINATION AND IT’S TIME TO STOP THE MACHINE AND GET OUT- WE
NOW FIND OURSELVES IN POLIXENES’ ROYAL COURT. REMEMBER CAMILLO 7 AFTER HELPING
POLIXENES ESCAPE, HE DIDN’T DARE GO HOME AGAIN, SO HE’S STAYED RIGHT HERE AND
BECOME POLIXENES’ RIGHT HAND MAN — JUST LIKE HE WAS WITH LEONTES. JUST AS WELL

BECAUSE POLIXENES HAS QUITE A PROBLEM ON HIS MIND- NOW, ON WITH THE STORY; HERE
COMES ACT FOUR.--




SIR, IT IS THREE DAYS
SINCE T SAW THE PRINCE- T
HAVE NOTED HE IS OF LATE MUCH
RETIRED FROM COURT AND IS LESS
FREQUENT TO HIS PRINCELY
EXERCISES!

, u\y T HAVE THIS INTELLIGENCE: THAT
St (HE IS SELDOM FROM THE HOUSE OF A
" ),M\OST HOMELY SHEPHERD...

SO POLIXENES’ SON
FLORIZEL HAS BEEN
IGNORING HIS DUTIES TO &0
AND HANG oUuT AT AN oLD
SHEPHERD’S HOUSE! THE
BEASONZ IT’/S THE &Il WHO
LIVES THERE. CAN YoU GUESS
WHO THE &lelL /5;7 THAT’S

: RIGHT! PERDITA! SO THESE
PR T AN Tuas BLucks) | TWO MEN ARE GOING TO ¢o
TO THAT SHEPHERD’S HOME —
IN DIScGUISEL!!

MEANWHILE, IN THE
BOHEMIAN COUNTRYSIDE,
WE FIND THE SON OF THAT
\HOMELY SHEPHERD’ (AND
PERDITA’S BROTHER)
ON HIS WAY TO MARKET
AND HOLDING THE ONLY
SHOPPING LIST EVER TO BE
FOUND IN SHAKESPEARE.-.

e

i

Ry ==V

e 2/

¥

=
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SEE: WHAT AM I TO
BUY FOR OUR SHEEP-

SHEARING FEAST 7 THREE
POUND OF SUGAR, FIVE POUND
OF CURRANTS, RICE -
NUTMEGES.-- GINGER.--

7/ 7 B P I )

| PERFECT DISGUISES




WHEN SUDDENLY---

O, HELP ME,
HELP ME!

\ - aLACK, POOR LEND ME
Ny souL! THY HAND,
I’LL HELP

ROBRBED, SIR,
AND BEATEN |

NOo! OH, YOUNG LS - oy
SHEPHERD, DON'T! You | |§ HOW NOW? 50 g HAND DIPS INTO THE SHEPHERD
T i N .. BOY’S BASKET.-.

BUT AS HE IS HELPED UP, HIS

SEE, THIS IS NOT SOME
POOR VICTIM, THIS IS
BOHEMIA’S TRICKIEST
TRICKSTER, CON-MAN
EXTRAOEDINAIRE —
AUTOLYCUS- AND,
WHILST AUTOLYCUS IS
SHAEP AS A RAZOE,
OUR POOE SHEPHEED IS
AS SHARP AS A Sock-
FULL OF soUP-
LOVELY, KIND, GENTLE,
BUT HE DOESN’T
REALISE HE’S ABOUT
TO BE ROBBED.--

CANST STAND?

DEAR SIR; I FEAR,
SIR, MY SHOULDER- /|
BLADE 1S OUT_ !

I ‘}ﬂf L Ny DOST

R S 7 LACK ANY
ZS 7 ? 3./ THEN FARE THEE
oL {MONEY? T HAVE A) ELL. T MUST £0

LITTLE MONEY /|
FOR THEE

—mill].

BUY SPICES FOR OUR

PROSPER YOU,
SWEET SIR!

SWEET SIR,
OFFER ME NO
MONEY, THAT

KILLS MY 4
_HEART! &ﬁ'

AKE NOT THIS CHEAT
BEIN& OUT ANOTHER, LET
Aq \MY NAME BE PUT IN THE
BOOK OF VIRTUE. \

PURCHASE YOUR SPICE-




Now, WHEN
You HEAR THE
WOEDS
'SHEEP-
SHEARING
FESTIVAL’,
DOES YoUR
HEART SKIP A
BEAT WITH
EXCITEMENTZ T
THOUGHT NOT.
HOWEVER, ON
THIS OCCASION,
YOU ARE
WRONG !
PEEHAPS THIS
IS THE PICTURE
You HAVE IN
YOUR HEAD.---

THE FESTIVITIES
wiLL START
SOON, 8UuT IN

DOES SHE LOOK FAMILIARZ DOES HE? YES, SO, THIS IS WHERE HE’S BEEN! %
IT’S PERDITA AND PRINCE FLORIZEL ! 2 W= —

THE MEANTIME,
THE MISTERESS
OF THE FEAST
AND HER
FARTNER ARE
GETTING
BEADY,
BEHEARSING
ONE OF THE
SLOWEER
DANCES-

m*

-

A FEW MONTHS AGO, HE
GOT LOST WHILST
HUNTING AND, STEAYING
INTO THE FIELDS
OWNED BY THE oLD
SHEPHERD, SAW, AND
FELL IN LOVE WITH,
PEEDITA- SINCE THEN,
HE’S KEPT COMING
BACK, DAY AFTER DAY,
DISGUISING HIMSELF AS
A SHEPHEED CALLED
DORICLES. HE’S TOLD
PERDITA WHO HE
REALLY IS, BUT
EVERYONE ELSE THINKS
HE’S A POOR SHEPHERD

PEEDITA IS TERRIFIED
THAT KING POLIXENES
wWiLL FIND odT

TREMBLE TO THINK

ACCIDENT SHOULD PASS
THIS WAY.

YOUR
GUESTS ARE

DAUGHTER! ; \ A7 wWELCOM
PRESENT YOURSELF TO OUR
THAT WHICH YOU ARE, )\ SHEARING!



) }‘f' I | [# crowp warcues as e eanp PLays anp

7 COME, s-nzn<
uP

| PEOPLE BEGIN TO DANCE- HANG ON.-- -

L )
>~ B
\
[N

Ris

WELL
DONE!
YES,
POLIXENES
AND
CAMILLO,
ARE HEEE
TO CHECK
upP ON
FLORIZEL
AND THEY
WASTE No
TIME IN
BEGINNING
TO SPY.-.-.

-

SHEPHERD! YOUR
HEART IS FULL OF |
SOMETHING THAT DOES Al &'

TAKE YOUR MIND 4l
FROM FEASTING!

DO, AND BE
WITNESS TO IT AND
HE, AND MORE THAN HE,
AND MEN; THE EARTH, THE

US FORE THESE
WITNESSES!

HEAVENS AND ALL CONTRACT /

WHAT FAIR
SWAIN IS THIS
WHICH DANCES

WITH YOUR
. DAUGHTER?

POLIXENES 1S NOT
HAPPY AT ALL -
FLORIZEL SHOULD
B8E MEETING
PRINCESSES AND
BEING CHAEMED BY
THEIR DANCING
—CEETAINLY NOT
DANCING WITH A
COMMON
SHEPHERD’S
DAUGHTER, HE'LL
HAVE TO PUT A
STOP TO THIS.-.

DORICLES! HE
SAYS HE LOVES
|| \my DAUGHTER, T/
THINK SO

FLORIZEL WHISPERS
SOMETHING TO PEEDITA.--

IT/S ALL MAKING POLIXENES
PRETTY ANGEY.--

4

OMG - FLORIZEL IS PROPOSING TO

PERDITA.! POLIXENES 13 MAD! How
DARE HIS SON DO THIS WITHOUT HIS
PERMISSION!

HE NEI'I%

DOES, NOR

SOFT SWAIN,
AWHILE, BESEECH
YOU. HAVE YOU A

I HAVE, BUT
WHAT OF HIM?




THIS; BUT FOR SOME OTHER

REASONS, MY GRAVE SIR, WHICH ‘TIS

| NOT FIT YOU KNOW, I NOT ACQUAINT MY
‘ FATHER OF THIS BUSINESS.

THAT DOES IT! POLIXENES HAS HAD IT’S THE KING!
ENOUGH! EVERYONE IS SHOCKED
|| AND AFRAID/

DIVORCE,
YOUNG SIR,
WHOM SON T
DARE NOT
cAaLL!

7 THOU/ 0LD
TRAITOR, T AM
SORRY THAT BY

HANGING THEE T CAN

SHORTEN THY LIFE ﬂ

BY ONE WEEK/!

OF EXCELLENT
WITCHCRAFT -
TI/LL HAVE THY
BEAUTY
SCRATCHED WITH
: BRIERS

EVEN HERE
UNDONE! T
TOLD YOU WHAT
WouLbD COME
OF THIS!

FLORIZEL IS
SPEECHLESS

THEE, WE/LL
BAR THEE FROM
SUCCESSION!



NOW PERDITA’S BROTHER THIS IS AWFUL! AND
TURNS ON HER--. JUST WHEN IT

- LOOKED LIKE THE
STORY WAS TAKING A
TURN FOR THE
BETTER! THE OLD
SHEPHERD TO BE
KILLED, PERDITA’S
BEAUTY RUINED AND
FLORIZEL NEVER TO
2 0\ N7 || [BEkINEZ AND ALL

O CURSED N \\ | |FOR LOVEZ
WRETCH THAaT } ¢ POLIXENES IS MAKING
| |A TERRIBLE MISTAKE!

\| [HANG ON... DIDN'T
{ |aNOTHER KING MAKE
A TERRIBLE MISTAKE | Rl = : il
ABOUT 16 YEARS (e t
AGO? IS THERE A == _" 1N Dy AT
PATTERN HERE? 7 N e

POOR CAMILLO DOESN’T KNOW WHAT TO DO.-.

& ADVISED! THIS IS
N/ DESPERATE SIR. YOU
F-"{kNow Your FATHER'S

= TEMPER...

—

” THEN LIST TO
ME, IF YOU WILL
NOT CHANGE YOUR
PURPOSE, THEN MAKE
== | FOR SICILIA AND THERE
=%\ PRESENT YOURSELF

COLOUR
FOR MY
VISITATION
SHALL I HOLD
UP BEFORE

Y’ BOHEMIA, NOR ALL &
J{ THE SUN SEES WiLL T
BREAK MY OATH TO THIS W

FAIR BELOVED 4 ’r

WHAT! SURELY THIS IS
CRAZY TALK! LEONTES AND
POLIXENES HAVEN'T
SPOKEN TO EACH OTHER
FOR 16 YEARS AND - LET’S
FACE IT — THE LAST TIME,
LEONTES TRIED TO HAVE
POLIXENES KILLED! SO
WHY ON EARTH SHOULD HE
WELCOME POLIXENES’
SONZ? ALSO, HOoW 1S
FLORIZEL TO ESCAPE
BOHEMIA WITHOUT HIS
FATHER NOTICING? IF
ONLY THERE WAS SOME
WAY TO DISGUISE HIM.-.

AUToLYCUS HAS

DONE VERY WELL co2n oW N
AT THE FESTIVAL. CHANGE GARMENTS )
HE OT 8USY WITH THIS b

SELLING ALL GENTLEMAN!
SORTS OF STUFF: , _
RIBBONS, LACE, ,
ELOVES, SONES.

AND THE GUESTS LA ARE YOU IN

/ : EARNEST SIR? S
ENoUEH OF IT! so, | \ BOOT!

Now, HE’S ABouT
TO 6O HOME, 8UT
MAYBE THERE’S
ONE MOEE
OPPORTUNITY TO
MAKE SOME CASH.--

8uT IF THEEE’S MONEY IN lT, WHAT/S N&T
TO LIKE!




AND SO FLORIZEL AND PEEDITA
ARE OFF TO SICILIA!

WHAT I SHALL DO NEXT
SHALL BE TO TELL
POLIXENES OF THIS ESCAPE

WHEREIN MY HOPE IS T SHALL
PREVAIL TO FORCE HIM

AND WHITHER THEY ARE BOUND;

I DON’T KNOW WHAT
CAMILLO ATE (OR DRANK) AT
THE SHEEP-SHEARING
FEAST, BUT IT SEEMS TO
HAVE MADE HIM STRANGELY
OPTIMISTIC. HE’'S HOPING
THAT, ONCE POLIXENES HAS
BEEN TRICKED INTO
BETUBNING TO THE COURT
OF LEONTES, SOMETHING

| | FANTASTIC wiLL HAPPEN -

o | PROBABLY INVOLVING HUEGS
ALL BOUND. HOWEVER, T'VE
BEEN PAYING ATTENTION TO
THIS STORY AND NOTICED
THAT EVERYTHING ALWAYS
SEEMS TO &0 WRONE, T
THINK IT’S MORE LIKELY
THAT LEONTES HAS BEEN
TRAINING A GROUP OF
SAVAGE BOHEMIAN BEARS
THAT WILL EAT EVERYONE AS
SOON AS THEY ARRIVE.

/‘/—

SOMEBODY HAS BEEN

HERE COMES THE OLD

w| HIDING AND LISTENING!

w = - = ~

Now AUTOLYCUS KNOwWS THE PLAN,
MAYBE HE CAN MAKE EVEN MOEE
MONEY SOMEHOW. --

SHEPHERD AND HIS SON.--

IT/S A GOOD IDEA, IF THEY TELL
POLIXENES THAT PERDITA ISN’'T
RBEALLY ONE OF THEIR FAMILY,
THEN MAYBE THEY WON’T BE

PUNISHED?

S
NO OTHER
y WAY BUT TO
TELL THE KING
SHE'S A

NONE OF YOUR /|
FLESH AND

SHOW N

AUToLYCUS SEES

HIS CHANCE.--

THOSE THINGS You
FOUND ABOUT HER,
THOSE SECRET

- d

— v

THE KING 1S

NOT AT THE

PALACE, HE IS GONE

= ABOARD A NEW SHIP.

I’LL BRING YOU

" WHERE HE IS ABOARD,
» TENDER YOUR

#

HE SEEMS TO
BE OF GREAT
AUTHORITY. GIVE
HIM GOLD!

4\ PERSONS TOHIS [

PRESENCE, WHISPER 4
HIM IN YOUR |!
BEHALFS

o

»a i}
) PLEASE IT SIk,
TO UNDERTAKE THIS
BUSINESS FOR US,
HERE |S THE GOLD
THAT I HAVE

AUTOLYCUS HAS DONE IT AGAIN! AND SO AS WE SAIL INTO ACT FIVE, WHAT CAN POSSIBLY HAPPEN NEXTZ
wWiLL LEONTES FORGIVE EVERYONE, WILL THEY FORGIVE HIMZ WILL THE SHEPHERDS 8E PUNISHED 7
WILL FLORIZEL AND PERDITA BE ALLOWED TO MARRYZ SO MANY QUESTIONS.--




WHILST I
REMEMBER HER AND
HER VIRTUES, I
CANNOT FORGET

SIR, SIXTEEN YEARS! YOU
HAVE DONE ENOUGH, AND HAVE
PERFORMED A SAINT-LIKE
SORROW. FORGET YOUR EVIL.-
FORGIVE YOURSELF

TOO TRUE, MY
LORD- SHE You
KILLED IS STILL
UNPARALLELED

LEONTES HAS SPENT ALL THIS TIME REPENTING

OF THE TERRIBLE THINGS THAT HE HAS DONE

AND PAULINA WON'T LET HIM FORGET IT-..
MIGHT HAVE SPOKEN A

BUTHOUSAND THINGS THAT WOULD ! AND THERE YoU
b HAVE DONE THE TIME MORE 1 HAVE WHAT IS
, BENEFIT! = | \ WORRYING SO
MANY IN
LEONTES’
COURT- IF HE
DOESN’T MARRY
AGAIN, IF THERE
ARE NO MORE
CHILDREN,
THERE WiILL BE
NO HEIR TO
| A THE THRONE -
§' ARE ONE OF THOSE N WHICH MIGHT
WOULD HAVE HIM . WELL LEAD TO
WED AGAIN.- .

A SERVANT UNS IN--. ONE THAT

) GIVES OUT HIMSELF
; PRINCE FLORIZEL, SON OF
POLIXENES, WITH HIS PRINCESS,
DESIRES ACCESS!

7 15 NONE WORTHY,
RESPECTING HER
THAT’S...




DEARLY
WELCOME, AND
YOUR FAIR

FATHER'S IMAGE 1S
LSO HIT IN YOU, THAT T
PRINCES 28 SHOULD CALL You

5 BROTHER!

LEONTES IS
ASTONISHED AT
THE
BESEMBLANCE
BETWEEN
FLORIZEL AND HIs
FATHER WHEN HE
WAS YOUNG- IN
AN INSTANT HE IS
FULL OF
OVERWHELMING
EMOTION:
SORROW, REGEET
AND LOVE ALL
MINGLED WITH
HOPE.-.

FLORIZEL IS
TELLING A
BITOF A LIE,
HE’S NoT
HERE TO
SEND
GEEETINGS
FEOM
POLIXENES
IS HEZ @UITE
THE
OPPOSITE,

B | HE'S ON THE
o | BUN FEOM
HIM! HE’S
HOPING THIS
LITTLE LIE
WON'T GET
FOUND oUT.-.

BY HIS COMMAND
I GIVE YOU ALL
GREETINGS THAT A
KING CAN HIS

O MY BROTHER,
GOOD GENTLEMEN,
THE WRONGS I HAVE
DONE THEE.---

A LOED AREIVES---

PLEASE
YOU GREAT
SIR,
POLIXENES
GREETS You
FROM HIMSELF BY
| ME. DESIRES YOU
CATCH HIS SON,
WHO HAS FLED
FROM HIS FATHER
WITH A
SHEPHERD'S
DAUGHTER!

OOPS! WELL FLORIZEL’S STORY
DIDN’T HOLD UP FOR LONG--

SO POLIXENES HAS CAUGHT UP WITH THE
OLD SHEPHERD---

CAMILLO

/ ' ' R CHASE OF THIS FAIR
pﬁfﬂfgﬁé LA COUPLE MEETS HE THE
ATHER OF THIS SEEMING
‘ : LADY AND HER
BROTHER

L-—m

SIR- I SPAKE
WITH HIM, WHO
NOW HAS THESE
POOR MEN IN

HAS BETRAYED

HE’S WITH
THE KING YOUR
FATHER

{

SAW I WRETCHES SO
QUAKE! POLIXENES
THREATENS THEM WITH
DIVERS DEATHS IN




O MY POOR
FATHER! THE
HEAVENS WILL
NOT HAVE OUR
CONTRACT

YOU ARE
MARRIED?

NOT SIR, NOR

ARE WE LIKE TO

IS THIS THE

IR 1) \cLTER OF A
. X KING ?

STEP FORTH MINE ADVOCATEZ
WOW, HE’S ASKING LEONTES
TO SPEAK TO POLIXENES ON
HIS BEHALF! WE'VE ALREADY
ESTABLISHED: PRINCES
SHOULD MAERY PEINCESSES
AND THEY SHOULD MARRY TO
MAKE THEIR KINGDOMS MORE
POWERFUL, NOT FOR LOVE.
LEONTES IS A KING, HE
UNDEESTANDS THIS- BUT HE
IS ALSO A MAN, AND ONE WHO
HAS SPENT THE LAST 16
YEARS THINKING ABOUT HOW
MUCH HE LOVED HIS OWN WIFE
AND HOw HE DID HER
WEONG---

EVERYONE HOLDS THEIR
BREATH, UNTIL.-.

I

IwiLL 170
YOUR FATHER,

THEREFORE
FOLLOW ME AND |

WHEN ONCE
SHE 1S MY
WIFE. BESEECH
YOou Sig, STEP
FORTH MINE
ADVOCATE

FLORIZEL AND PEEDITA BOTH HOPE
FOR THEIR HAPPILY EVER AFTER.-.

AND SO.--A GREAT CROWD HAS GATHERED OUTSIDE

LEONTES’ PALACE, WONDERING WHAT IS GOING ON.--

AUTOLYCUS HAS FOLLOWED THE SHEPHERDS
HERE BUT HAS HAD TO WAIT OUTSIDE- HE IS
DESPERATE TO FIND OUT THE NEWS.--
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BESEECH
YOUu, WERE Yol
PRESENT AT THIS
RELATION?

I WAS BY AT THE
OPENING OF THE
FARDEL THAT WAS LEFT
WITH PERDITA, HEARD THE

OLD SHEPHERD DELIVER THE
MANNER HOW HE FOUND IT,
WHEREUPON WE WERE
ALL COMMANDED OoUT
OF THE CHAMBER

7
i\
)



So, THE A LORD RUSHES oUT TO TELL | || | B AS NEWS BID YOU SEE
SHEPHERD EVERYONE THE NEWS... | SPREADS ROUND THE MEETING OF THE
ALL THE ORACLE IS N |EXCITEMENT IN WHICH WAS TO BE
STUFF IN FULFILLED! THE | |THE AIR- SICILIA SEEN

THE FARDEL e KING'S DAUGHTER IS SAVED! AN
THAT WAS : 1S FOUND/! HEIR TO THE

LEFT WITH THRONE! THE

PERDITA - KING REUNITED

WHICH, OF WITH PERDITA,

COURSE, HIS LONEG-LOST

LEONTES CHILD! ITT’S LIKE

RECOGNISED A FAIRYTALE! AND

BECAUSE IT OF COURSE, Now

HAD THAT PERDITA IS

BELONGED PROVED A

TO PRINCESS, SHE

HERBMIONE AND FLORIZEL

BEFORE! CAN MARRY!

THEN
EMBRACES
FLORIZEL

OUR KING,
BEING READY TO LEAP OUT
OF HIMSELF FOR JOY OF HIS

FOUND DAUGHTER CRIES.-. ;ga\lxgzléz
NOwW HE
FORGIVENESS THANKS THE OLD

SHEPHERD

MOTHER, THY
MOTHER!

OK, OK- BEFORE ANYBODY POINTS THIS OUT, YES, CAMILLO WAS RIGHT AT THE END OF ACT 4, AND I WAS
WRONG- IT WoULD SEEM THAT THERE HAVE BEEN HUGS ALL ROUND--- AND THE SHEPHERDS ARE SAFE!

WAIT A
MINUTE,
WHAT’S ALL -/
THIS ABoUT A ( THE DOING AND
STATUE OF S /B ‘ NOW NEwWLY
HERMIONE Z ‘ PERFORMED BY
WHY AM T f = B2 THAT ITALIAN
ONLY :

PRINCESS HEARING OF HER HEARING
MOTHER’S STATUE — WHICH 1S IN THE ABOUT THIS

KEEPING OF PAULINA — THITHER
ARE THEY GONE... 4 |INOwW?

OH, RIGHT. SO OK! THANKS VERY MUCH FOR YOUR HELP, WE'D
IT'S A STATUE BETTER 6O AND HAVE A LOOK FOR OURSELVES.
THAT THIS THIS IS THE PLACE THAT PAULINA HAS KEPT
JuLIO SECRET FOR ALL THESE YEARS...

BOMANO HAS e

BEEN WORKING TEER AN

ON FOR A ———

LONG TIME, T l

JUST HAVEN'T I
HEARD AaBOAT | [ R EVER SINCE | : 4

BEEN LOOKING | I HERMIONE

AFTER ITZ . U




80, HERE WE ARE

INSIDE, AND THE YOUR
GANG’S ALL HERE: GALLERY
LEONTES, l]-I?AA\\VSES\g)S
POLIXENES,

CAMILLO, FLORIZEL THROUGH, BUT
AND PERDITA- THEY WE SAW NOT
ARE ALL SO HAPPY THAT WHICH MY
TO BE BACK DAUGHTER
TOGETHER.- THERE CAME TO
ARE MANY STATUES : < /| G LOOK UPON.-
TO LOOK AT, BUT ‘ O GRAVE AND )/ Ssdie” W\ THE STATUE
THEY REALLY ONLY L~ GOOD PAULINA s

CARE ABoUT ONE IN \ /i

PARTICULAR.--

THE STATUE LOOKS JUST LIKE
THE QUEEN- MAYBE IT’S THE WAY

I KEEPIT

LONELY, THAT IT’S HIT 8Y THE LIGHT, BUT
APART.- BUT IT LOOKS SO LIFELIKE- AND IT
HERE IT IS. BRINGS ALL THOSE MEMORIES

BEHOLD, AND

FBOM SIXTEEN YEARS AGO BACK
FOR LEONTES. |\ =y

0, THUS SHE il
STOOD WHEN -
FIRST T WOOED [
HER! T AM
ASHAMED....

\

IT’S ALL TOO MUCH FOR
LEONTES.--

” OH PATIENCE! THE

STATUE IS NEWLY
FIXED BUT THE

COLOUR’S NOT DRY

NO-ONE
SEEMS TO BE
ABLE TO CALM
LEONTES
DOWN, 8O
PAULINA,
SEEING HOow
UPSET HE IS,
DECIDES TO
COVER UP THE
STATUE.-.




WHAT You
DO NOT CAN, MAKE HER
DRAW THE | 7/ 1 ‘
CURTAIN LET AV
BE, LET BE! - / IF YOU CAN
. BEHOLD IT,
Y T/LL MAKE THE
STATUE MOVE lllic :
INDEED, 4 U REQUIRED You
DESCEND AND [I{j ‘ DO AWAKE YOUR
' FAITH. THEN ALL
STAND STILL

TIME; DESCEND;
BE STONE NO

O, SHE'S | YOU 6ODS
|
WARM! IF THIS BE | LOOK DOWN, AND
MAGIC, LET IT BE AN y FROM YOUR
ART AS LAWFUL AS \ | SACRED VIALS POUR

EATING! | YOUR GRACES ON
; | MY DAUGHTER’S
HER ACTIONS SHALL

BE AS HOLY AS You
HEAR MY SPELL 1S /

4l|l

TURN, GOOD
LADY; OUR
PERDITA 1S

FOUND E

'//Il Tl




TELL ME,
MINE OWN,
WHERE HAST
THOU BEEN
PRESERVED? FOR
THOU SHALT HEAR
THAT I, KNOWING BY
PAULINA THAT THE
| ORACLE GAVE HOPE
THOU WAST IN
BEING, HAVE
PRESERVED

THAT SHE HAS STAYED ALIVE

PEEDITA - HAD SURVIVED. BUT

THEY BE STATUE BABIES Z HMM.

HERMIONE! WHAT? YOU'VE
ALREADY WORKED THAT oUT?
GREAT- RIGHT, SO PAULINA HAS
PRETENDED THAT SHE’S BEEN
HAVING A STATUE OF HERMIONE
MADE, TO KEEP THE REAL

TO MAKE SURE THAT LEONTES IS

WAIT, I'M A BIT CONFUSED HERE.-..
I THINK THE STATUE HAS JUST SAID

BECAUSE PAULINA TOLD HER THAT
THE ORACLE SAID THAT HER BABY -

STATUES CAN’T HAVE BABIES, CAN
THEY?Z AND IF THEY DID, WOULDN’T

CoULD THIS POSSIBLY BE THE REAL

PROPERLY SORRY. I GET IT NOW.-.

GO
TOGETHER,
YOU PRECIOUS
WINNERS ALL; T
wiLL WING ME
. TO SOME
WITHER'D BOUGH
AND THERE MY
MATE, THAT'S
NEVER TO BE
FOUND AGAIN,
LAMENT TILL

ANTIGONUS NEVER MADE IT
HOME. -.

O, PEACE,
PAULINA! THOU
SHOULDST A
HUSBAND TAKE BY
MY CONSENT, AS
I BY THINE A
WIFE.

GOOD
PAULINA,
LEAD US

FROM HENCE, \

WHERE WE MAY
LEISURELY EACH
ONE DEMAND AN

Pl ANSWER TO HIS
8| PART PERFORM/D
IN THIS WIDE GAP

OF TIME SINCE

FIRST WE WERE £

DISSEVER'D:
HASTILY
LEAD

AWAY

AND TAKE HER
BY THE HAND!

SO, THAT’S IT, EVERYONE’S OFF,
PEOBABLY TO HAVE LUNCH, AND
CERTAINLY TO TELL EACH OTHER
EVERYTHING THAT’S HAPPENED IN
THE LAST SIXTEEN YEARS.- WE
DON’T GET TO HEAR THAT,
THOUGH, AS THIS IS WHERE THE
STORY ENDS FOR US — MUCH
MORE HAPPILY THAN I HAD
THOUGHT IT WOULD HALF WAY
THROUEGH! WHAT A WINTER’S
TALE IT WAS! SO MUCH HAS
HAPPENED AND SO MUCH TIME
HAS PASSED- THINGS WORKED
oUuT FOR EVERYONE IN THE END -
APAET FEROM POOR ANTIGONUS -
MAYBE ONE OF THE MORALS OF
THE STORY IS DON'T 6O TO A
BEACH WHEEE THEEE AEE

BEARS 7 OR MAYBE, THE MAIN
THING TO LEAEN IS THAT
JEALOUSY CAN RUIN EVERYTHING,
8UT LOVE WILL ALWAYS WIN IN
THE END! OH LOOK, THE
BLIZZARD OUTSIDE SEEMS TO
HAVE STOPPED AND IT’S TIME TO
LEAVE THE LAND OF SICILIA-
SAFE JOURNEY, PERHAPS WE’LL
MEET AGAIN SOMEDAY?

THE END/!




