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	Learning Objective:
Just as Prospero had ordered: Mini-sagas

Years 3, 4 English NC

Reading: 

· discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

· identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning

· preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action

Writing: 

Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar.
Draft and write by:
i. composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures 

ii. organising paragraphs around a theme

iii. in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot

Evaluate and edit by reading their own writing aloud, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.

	Notes: Summary of play

The storm rages and wakes Miranda. She is not happy when she learns what her father has done.
She wants to know why he’s endangering the passengers of a passing ship.

Prospero clicks his fingers and the storm stops. Then he tells Miranda the whole story.

How he's not just a wizard; how he was once Duke of Milan; how he was betrayed by his brother, Antonio, who threw him - and the young Miranda - into a boat with the intention of losing them both at sea; how his old friend, Gonzalo, threw his science books into the boat with them as they were leaving and how after 12 years of study he has come to be a great magician.

Prospero then explains that on the boat are all the people responsible for his current situation, including his brother Antonio.

Ariel arrives with news that the passengers from the ship have landed safely on the island, split up in various locations - just as Prospero had ordered.

A mini saga is a piece of writing which has exactly fifty words, not including the title, which can have up to fifteen words. A mini saga has to tell a story and have a beginning, middle and end. It cannot just be a description of something.

The first mini sagas appeared in 1982 in The Sunday Telegraph, an English newspaper. The Sunday Telegraph announced the idea of the mini saga and held a competition for the best ones.



	Success Criteria
I can identify the main themes and characters in the play at this point of the story. 

I can engage my reader with well-chosen vocabulary and sentence structures (lengths and types).
I can proofread and edit my work for accuracy and meaning. 

I can re-draft my work if needed.
	Key Vocabulary: endanger, betrayal, intention, protagonist, mini-saga
Resources:
Animated play:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-the-tempest-pt2/zbg46v4
and https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-the-tempest-pt3/z6nvjhv
Supplementary text, including notes: The Tempest Act I, scene ii, lines 188-300 https://www.shakespeare-navigators.com/tempest/TempestText12.html
Mini-saga examples


	Hook

Click-Change Quick! game. Take turns to complete actions until a partner clicks his/her fingers! Actions can include every day activities, movement in random directions or for a specific episode (for example, the movement of a person onboard a ship caught in a storm). Adapt for the interests of your class.


	Main Teaching: 

Watch the animated play or read your class The Tempest in your chosen text form. Then answer the Key Questions to check for pupil understanding.

Key Questions:
What are the names of the four courtiers?

Why is Alonso in particular feeling unhappy?

Who else do Prospero and Ariel find on the island?

Why is Ferdinand 'snuffling'?

Why are none of the characters able to see Prospero?

Refer to the line, “Whichever way you look at it nothing’s what it seems. I’m just a prisoner on the island of dreams.” Ariel is not the only character who is trapped on the island. Make a list of all the characters, including Ariel, and for each one say how and why they are trapped. What does Ariel mean when he says that nothing’s what it seems? 

(Extension: Drama for writing. In pairs choose to be Ariel or Prospero and arrange yourselves as if for a photograph and freeze the image. Your pose should try to convey the relationship and the conflict and tension between you. Remember that the faces and body language might be showing one thing whereas the thoughts could be very different. Present your freeze frame to the class. After a few moments speak aloud in character the thoughts that are running through your head. Compare your image and thoughts with that of others and discuss the similarities and differences.)
Tell students that they are going to rewrite this part of the play in exactly 50 words – this is called a mini-saga. (Here you can explain that a ‘saga’ is a story that happens over a long period of time.) Explain that often mini-sagas only include the main events, but still use adjectives and descriptive language to get across the themes. 
Collect ideas first: Ask students to identify the main events of the story so far – make a note of them on the board. Which of these do they think would be most important to communicate the main themes of the play?

Model write a short version of The Tempest so far, including the main points generated earlier. Don’t worry about the word count at this stage. Progress onto shared writing and engage pupils in a word-count. 

Activity:  Independent task: Pupils should now craft their own mini-saga text and decide how they can cut them down to 50 words. Help and monitor here. You can decide how strict to be with the word count, depending on your learners’ level. Ask students to swap their texts with a partner – they should try to help with the word count, and also to correct any errors and make any suggestions for improvements: clarity, precision, detail. 

Plenary: When students have finished, ask them to think of a suitable title for their mini-saga. Share the mini-sagas aloud.


	Differentiation: 

Mixed pairs/groups for drama activity

LA/EAL: Complete the exercise on the Mini-saga examples sheet. Fifty-words story frame.
MA: Extension question – Mini-sagas are great to practice your writing skills with. Do you agree or disagree? Why?
HA/Challenge: Change the point-of-view of the story teller and write another mini-saga. How would you compare the mini-sagas?
Edit, improve and publish in an additional session as needed.
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