
Music

Act 4: Weddings and Washing Lines

Act 4 features the marriage of Miranda and Ferdinand and there is a big wedding 
masque. A masque is a type of entertainment featuring many different dances and 
acting.

Finnish composer Jean Sibelius wrote music for a Danish version of The Tempest 
staged in Copenhagen in 1926. Within his music there are several dances 

Listen to this ‘Dance Episode’ and write down the following:
•Who is dancing? 
•What do they look like?
•What kind of movements do they do?

CLIP: Sibelius The Tempest Suite no 2 Dance Episode (stop at 45 secs)
https://youtu.be/HswZIFe1FPM

There are two types of music here, something swirly and mysterious and something 
rhythmic and spiky. Can you invent two contrasting movements to match these 
sounds and choreograph your own dance? 

Listen to this ‘Dance of the Nymphs’ and repeat the above activity.

CLIP: Sibelius The Tempest Suite no 2 Dance of the Nymphs (stop at 45 secs)
https://youtu.be/zjYq8oWDqhE

This is a much more refined dance. Listen carefully to the music, you may be able 
to spot a constant ‘um-pa-pa’ sound in the accompaniment. This is a dance pattern 
called a waltz. Trying stepping forward confidently on the ‘um’ sound and skipping 
lightly on the ‘pa-pa’? Or perhaps you would like to invent a new way to dance to it.

Finally, here’s some music for Miranda. As you listen, have a go at drawing Miranda 
on her wedding day.

CLIP: Sibelius The Tempest Suite no 2 Miranda (stop at 45 secs)
https://youtu.be/c5doNTlZAlA
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